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Congratulations to all of us on reaching the end of the academic year! As a 
reminder, we have a number of upcoming Commencement events (see 
below), which I hope you will choose to attend. It means a great deal to the 
graduates to see faculty and staff present and cheering them on as they 
celebrate their completion of law school. 
 





Steven Bender's new co-edited volume (with Raquel Aldana, UC Davis), 
titled “From Extraction to Emancipation: Reimagining Development,” was 
published in partnership by Carolina Academic Press and the ABA Section of 
International Law.  
 
Debbie Borman will publish an article with Kim Holst of Arizona State 
University in the Legal Writing Institute publication, The Second Draft, 
providing five reasons to cease using underlining in precedent case citation. 
Among the support to use italics, the authors cite the rules of five state 
court systems, including Washington State, that mandate italics in case 
citation for filed documents. The authors advocate for the use of italics in 
case citation for all written legal communication. 
 
Timothy Harris’ article, "No Murr Tests: Penn Central is Enough Already!" 
has been accepted for publication by the Georgetown Environmental Law 
Review. 
 
Jack Kirkwood’s article, “Market Power and American Express,” was 
published by the University of Miami Business Law Review in an online 




Anchorage 2018 Alumni Reception 
Tuesday, May 8 
5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 




Friday, May 11 
4:30 pm – 5:30 pm 
Chapel of St. Ignatius 
 
May 2018 Graduation Reception 
Friday, May 11 
5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
Sullivan Hall 
 
Spring Commencement 2018 
Saturday, May 12 
10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Key Arena 
 
Visit the School of Law website for more 
upcoming events. 
 
Chris Rideout published a piece entitled “Starting from Scratch: Early Steps 
for the Journal,” recounting his experiences as the founding editor-in-chief 
of the journal of the Legal Writing Institute, in a symposium collection on 
the history of the journal: 22 Legal Writing 1 (2018). The symposium also 
contains six additional essays commenting on a foreword he wrote for the 
journal's inaugural volume in 1991. 
 
Presentations 
Bob Boruchowitz co-moderated a roundtable discussion of national leaders 
in public defense reform on April 19 at the American Bar Association 
Chicago headquarters. 
 
Jack Kirkwood was invited to present on “Antitrust and Two-Sided 
Markets” at the AALS Antitrust Section panel in New Orleans in January. 
 
Mike Russo and Jack Kirkwood spoke at an American Constitution Society 
event examining the President’s power to fire Rod Rosenstein and/or 
Robert Mueller.  
 
Sara Rankin gave a presentation titled “Stand Against Racism,” which 
focused on the relationship between race, discrimination, and 
homelessness, at the YWCA of Seattle|King|Snohomish on April 27. She 
also presented “Homeless Rights Advocacy Research and Reports,” which 
discussed the HRAP and its findings and influence on Washington laws at 
the University of Washington on April 17. 
 
In March, Ron Slye was on a panel titled “Truth and Reconciliation — 
International and Practice Perspectives,” as part of the annual law review 
conference at Michigan State University titled “Is it Time for Truth and 
Reconciliation in Post-Ferguson America?” One of the highlights was the 
lunch talk by a 15-year-old resident of East Lansing, Michigan, who decided 
to sit during the national anthem during his basketball game in protest of 
the history of racial discrimination in the region. He wrote a powerful op-
ed, which can be accessed here, to successfully demand that the local 
school district teach the history and effects of redlining of people of color 
both national and locally, and that the Mayor issue a public 
acknowledgement and apology to blacks and other people of color for the 
city’s role in redlining, mistreatment, and discrimination.  
 
Other News 
Deborah Ahrens spoke about the Golden State Killer case on KIRO on April 
26, 2018. 
 
Bob Boruchowitz, Annette Clark and Pat McCowan, along with the Calhoun 
Family and Calhoun Family Fellows, attended the opening of the Equal 
Justice Initiative’s Legacy Museum and Memorial for Peace and Justice in 
Montgomery, Alabama. 
 
Sara Rankin discussed the legal implications of new ordinances in Monroe 
and other cities on NPR station KUOW. She also hosted a forum, “Finding 
Space to Solve Homelessness,” at Seattle University School of Law on April 
14. The forum, on land use issues and homelessness, drew more than 175 
attendees from across the country, including officials from cities throughout 
Washington state, community organizers, law professors and lawyers, 
nonprofit executives, and staff, students, members of the faith community, 
and even several people currently experiencing homelessness. In addition 
to national experts, SU law students presented and played key roles as 
moderators and small group facilitators. 
 
A report by the Defender Initiative and Sixth Amendment Center analyzing 
the public defender office in Wayne County (Detroit), Michigan, was 
released April 26. It concluded that the office’s defenders are prevented 
from providing effective representation because they lack sufficient time, 
resources, and support staff. The state is planning to provide significant 
funding to improve public defense in Detroit. 
 
Please send items to be included in the next Dean's Spotlight to 
Jessica Fuqua in the Dean's Office. 
 
 
 
 
 
